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I.  REVELATION  OF  COLONIAL  SECRFTS. 
II.  CULTURE  OF  SUGAR  BY  FREE  LABOUR  ;    III.  MAURITIUS. 


I.  Revelation  or  Colonial  Sicuets. 
In  our  last  Number  (p.  24)  we  adverted  to  llic  language  of  exultation 
used  by  the  West  India  Comniitlee  in  London,  (assuming  them  to  be 
virtually  the  authors  of  the  West  India  Reporter)  in  speaking  of  the 
evidence  taken  by  the  Jamaica  House  of  Assembly,  in  order  to  justify 
their  persecuting  enactments  against  the  sectarian  Missionaries;  and  we 
stated  that,  notwithstanding  the  important  ends  which  it  was  most 
unhesitatingly  affirmed  that  it  would  answer,  it  had  since  been  prudently 
suppressed  by  tliis  same  Committee.  The  inferences  we  drew  from  the 
rash  eulogy  on  that  evidence  which,  prior  to  its  reaching  their  hands,  they 
pronounced  upon  it ;  and  from  the  large  expectation  of  benefits  by  its 
general  diffusion  which  they  then  indulged  ;  combined  with  its  total 
suppression  since  the  whole  of  it  has  been  before  them;  have  been  cu- 
riously confirmed  by  a  recent  publication  in  a  Jamaica  newspaper,  the 
postscript  to  the  Royal  Gazette  of  the  23rd  of  May  last.  In  ti)at  paper 
is  inserted  the  "  Extract  of  a  letter  from  a  respectable  West  India 
Proprietor,  (in  London)  dated  the  2nd  April,"  1829,  the  greater  part 
of  which  extract  we  shall  transcribe  for  the  edification  of  our  readers. 

"  The  Session  of  Parliament,"  says  this  respectable  proprietor,  "  has  natu- 
rally renewed  the  interest  which  you  take  in  the  advices  from  England,  and  the 
extraordinary  circumstances  which  have  distinguished  the  proceedings  of  the 
legislature  this  year,  must  inspire  you  with  the  utmost  wonder  and  alarm,  I 
am  not  now  about  (o  weary  you  with  my  sentiments  on  the  approaching  emanci- 
pation of  till"  Catholics,  but  to  remark  on  the  situation  in  which  the  M  est  India 
Colonies  will  be  placed  as  soon  as  that  measure  is  accomplished.  So  long  as  it 
remains  in  dispute,  so  long  the  \\  est  Indians  are  safe,  if  not  from  attack,  at  least 
from  danger.  But  I  trembb  to  think  of  the  consequences  when  the  British 
ministry  and  the  British  public  are  at  leisure  to  turn  their  eyes  to  the  islands 
so  miu  h  farther  fvest  from  Ireland.  The  Morning  Journal  of  the  2Cth  March 
did  not  hesilate  to  declare,  that  the  Duke  of  \\  ellington  intended  to  introduce  a 
bill  for  full  ancompensated  Eman(  ipalion  of  (he  negroes.  a«  soon  as  (he  Catholic 
relief  bill  had  received  the  Royal  Assent.  This  assertion  wa.s  contradicted  the 
same  evening  by  the  Courier,  and  tluie  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  contradiction 
may  fairly  be  believed  to  come  from  authority.  So  far  so  good.  But  the  Morn- 
ing Journal  of  the  next  day  return^  to  the  charge,  and  reaffirms  his  assertion. 
I  am  no  believer  in  the  Morning  Jouriuil,  nf>r  is  it  of  any  importance  wlutlu  r  the 
Duke  made  any  such  dedaratioti  or  tienies  it.      His  denial,  it  is  evident  from 
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cxperit-nce,  w  ill  not  retard  him  from  :ul(iptiiit;  ;tny  course  that  may  occur  to  him  ; 
anil  Ihi  rfl'on-  it  is  necessary  to  look  iit  wiiat  the  ordinary  course  of  e\ents  must 
produce,  'fliat  will  and  must  be  a  renewed  at;italion  of  the  Slavery  Oueslioii 
liy  our  (■piioncnts,  with  increased  means  of  annoyance,  arisinj;;  from  the  compa- 
rative l.isure  of  Government  and  the  traniiuillity  of  the  people.  The  latter  ^^  ill 
have  nothing  to  excite  them,  and  the  I'.n^lish  seem  unable  to  live  without  exci- 
tation ;  and  the  curtain  having  dropped  over  the  scene  exhibitinj;  Mr.  O'Cdh- 
nell's  entrance  into  Parliament,  w  ill  have  to  be  drawn  up  again  to  the  (irst  scene 
of  the  lirst  act  of  the  \V  est  Indies  in  an  Uproar — a  Comedy,  I  hope,  it  will  prove, 
but  it  may  turn  out  a  terrible  Tragedy.* 

"  Never,  therefore,  was  a  crisis  when  the  union  of  all  West  India  interests 
required  a  stricter  consolidation  ;  and  it  is  l.imentable  to  observe  that  discord 
seems  so  prevalent.  The  planters  abroad  liud  fault  with  the  planters  at  home 
for  not  defending  their  interests  better,  and  the  discontent  is  shared  by  many 
members  of  the  general  body  even  at  home.  I  am  persuaded  this  feeling  arises 
partly  from  ignorance  and  partly  from  [irejudice.  Vou  abroad  will  not  consider 
that  we  have  an  up-hill  battle  to  li;;ht,  and  overlook  the  circumstance  that  the 
success  of  the  exertions  of  the  West  India  botly  here  is  to  be  estimated,  not  by 
the  victories  we  gain,  but  by  the  possessions  we  preserve.  Our  line  is  the  de- 
fensive :  we  cannot  advance  without  almost  the  certainty  of  defeat  and  ruin. 
We  press  for  a  repeal  of  the  sugar  duties,  or  a  reduction.  The  minister  refuses. 
Appeal  to  the  public,  cry  the  agitators,  muster  your  parliamentary  interests  and 
insist  upon  it.  ^V  hy,  in  an  instant,  the  minister  wo\iId  let  loose  upon  us,  the 
saints  and  the  East  Indians.  We  may  force  a  reduction  of  the  sugar  duties, 
but  if  it  is  so  obtained,  it  will  be  accompanied  with  an  admission  of  foreiga 
sugars  on  ecjual  terms,  or  at  least,  on  very  low  protecting  duties.  Nevertheless, 
it  vvould  be  most  prudeut  to  strengthen  the  \\  est  India  body,  and  to  allay  the 
discontents  and  to  unite  all  parties  in  one  common  bond.  It  is  intended  to  re-or- 
gani/.e  the  (amimittee,  which,  perhaps,  may  infuse  into  it  fresh  vigour. 

*'  In  the  meantime,  you  residents  in  the  West  Indies,  cut  out  plenty  of  work 
for  us.  What  is  to  be  done  with  the  case  of  Jamaica  is  difficult  to  advise: 
you  are  fairly  committed  to  hostilities  with  ministers  on  three  distinct  points  ; 
the  double  duties,  the  sectarians,  and  the  slave  (luestion.  Mr.  Hrough  am  hs 
given  notice  of  his  intention  to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  force  the 
adopiion  of  the  slave  evidence  measure  in  the  Colonies,  and  if  he  should  be 
supported  by  the  government,  it  is  not  the  fifty  or  sixty  West  India  members  who 
will  be  able  to  resist  his  motion.  I  firmly  believe,  that  as  much  ignorance, 
haste,  and  imprudence,  have  been  exhibited  in  the  management  of  the  ('olonies 
recently,  as  were  evinced  by  the  ministers  who  produced  tlie  American  war. 
Hut  as  government  cannot  now  consistently  recede,  however  much  they  may 
deplore  the  infatuation  of  their  predecessors,  from  the  line  marked  out  for  them, 
it  is  but  too  much  to  be  dreaded,  that  they  should  yield  to  the  united  clamours 
of  the  Saints,  the  Liberals,  and  the  Methodists. 

"  Never  could  there  have  been  a  worse  time  than  that  unluckily  chosen  for  a  dis- 
pute with  the  latter  mentioned  class  of  persons.  In  England,  the  idea  of  oppres- 
sion in  religious  matters  will  not  be  tolerated  for  an  instant.  The  people  at  large 
are  ([uite  aware  of  the  grasping  propensities  of  the  sectarians,  and  are  adverse  to 
their  ambitious  schemes  ;  but  they  are  not  yet  prepared  for  any  interference 
with  tiieir  preachers,  such  as  you  have  adopted.  You  have  united  against  you 
a  body  comprising  about  three  million  of  members,  and  clear  indeed  ought  to 
be  the  evidence  by  which  you  shall  justify  your  proceedings.  The  Anti-Slavery 
Reporter  boldly  proclaims  the  whole  evidence  to  be  printed,  respecting  the 
report  on  the  sectarians,  to  be  procured  by  subornation  of  perjury. t  You  must 
prepare,  therefore,  for  its  being  most  strictly  investigated.  /  rely  upon  its  truth; 
but  true  or  false,  your  lellow  Colonists  may  be  assured  it  will  be  treated  as 
false.  If  it  be  not  well  supported,  those  who  framed  it  may  rest  satistied  with 
the  assurance  that  they  have  done  more  to  ruin  the  West  India  cause  than  could 
have  been  accomplished  by  the  united  labour  of  years.     I  have  no  inclination  to 

*  It  can  do  so  only  through  the  blind  folly  and  intemperance  of  the  West 
Indians  themselves. 

'   We  challenge  its  ungarbled  production. 
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criticise  the  coiKliict  of  ♦.he  Assembly;  but  it  is  rather  an  awful  increase  of 
difficulty  on  the  W  est  Indians  here,  to  have  extraneous  subjects  of  dispute  with 
the  Rovernmeut,  arising  from  your  proceedings,  mixed  up  with  the  already  suf- 
ficiently embarrassing  question  of  Slavery.  It  will  be  dirticult  also  for  ministers 
in  deciding  on  the  part  they  will  adopt,  to  avoid  taking  into  consideration  the 
resistance  on  the  double  duty  question,  and  the  sectarian  clauses  in  the  Slave 
Bill,  as  subjects  of  annoyance  against  you. 

♦'  The  most  usfful  uluily  that  could  be  recommended  to  your  legislators  would  he 
the  jMifics  of  th,  Anti-Siavery  Reporter,  in  uhich  they  trill  repulnrhj  find  all  the 
evidence  and  iufnrmntion  concentrated  which  arc  to  be  used  against  you  in  the  House 
of  lommons,  and  uhich  have  consideralle  effect  on  the  jnopU*  It  is  not  much 
known  except  among  a  particular  sect,  but  the  misfortune  is  that  it  serves  as  a 
guide  to  the  Parliamentary  orators,  and  contains  most  elaborate  references  to 
all  parliamentary  jjapers  which  bear  on  the  subject,  and  presents  in  one  view 
those  extracts  which  are  most  susceptible  of  being  turned  to  our  disadvantage. 
To  answer  this  work,  therefore,  to  have  a  counter-work  of  a  similar  nature  is 
most  desirable  ;  and  if  your  journalists  would  occasionally  comment  on  its 
pages,  it  would  be  rendering  essential  ser\ice.  V  hattver  can  be  done  by  way 
of  countiraction  will  be  done  here  ;  but  any  information  that  can  be  furnished 
by  \ou  will  greatly  assist.  The  Anti-Sla\erj-  Reporter  may  independently,  be 
of  Jittie  consequence,  but  it  is  \ery  dangerous  as  supphing  materials  for  debate. 
I  remember  one  of  Mr.  Urougham's  tirade-,  and  another  of  Lord  SufField's,  which 
were  taken  almost  word  for  word  from  this  work.+  We  here  feel  the  difficulties 
arising  from  the  p«-rtinaeious  and  persevering  attacks  of  our  adversaries,  which 
you  abroad  aflif  t  to  despite. 

"  \  meeting  has  lately,  I  understand,  been  held  of  the  West  India  Committee, 
at  \\hirh  it  has  been  resolvcl  to  gi\e  fresh  strength  to  its  proceedings,  by  in- 
viting th<'  assistance  of  a  number  of  individuals  connected  with  the  West  Indies. 
The  liitlitulty  <if  proceeding  in  this  respect  has  arisen  from  wishing  to  exclude 
all  p(  rcionh  who  are  not  really  West  Indian  proprietors  interested  in  the  soil,  as 
the  attempts  to  introduce  spies  among  them  by  the  saints  pro\e  the  necessity  of 
doing. J  I  cannot  help  anticipating  trora  this  renovation  that  considerable  vigour 
will  be  added  to  the  body,  and  at  all  events  its  strength  will  be  more  consolidated 
and  united.  It  is  determined  to  prosecute  with  all  their  energies  the  reduction 
of  tiie  sugar  duties,  and  to  appt  al  to  the  people, §  in  case  of  a  failure  with 
niinisteis,  by  another  petition  to  parliament  similar  to  that  so  ably  introduced 
by  Mr.  I'allmer  last  year.  By  the  bye,  wiiere  was  Mr.  Barry's  recollection  in 
icpioaehing  the  supineness  of  the  ^\'est  Indians,  when  he  omitted  to  notice  Mr. 
I'alliner's  exertions,  and  the  speeches  of  Lord  Seaford  in  the  House  of  Lords 
lar.t  year,  speeches  which  have  brought  dowa  on  his  lordship  the  accumulated 
w  rath  of  the  saints  .'"|| 

•  How  different  an  estimate  do  the  At'est  Indians  in  reality  form  of  this 
publication,  from  that  which  the  British  Critic  has  affected  to  form  of  it?  We 
lia\e  inn,  in  this  ]irii(itt  communication,  not  a  word  of  its  falsehood. 

t  How  is  it  possible  that  there  should  not  be  a  coincidence  between  the 
statements  of  these  distinguished  individuals  and  the  Anti-.Slavery  Reporter, 
when  both  draw  their  facts  from  the  same  unquestionable  official  sources  ? 

t  There  is  something  supremely  absurd  in  this  allected  fear  of  espionage  on 
the  ]>art  of  the  saints.  \\  hile  the  Mest  India  body  contains  such  members  as 
tin-  writer  of  this  letter  and  liis  sage  correspondent  in  Jamaica,  and  above  all, 
\slule  tlit-ir  own  authenticated  records  are  accessible,  the  saints  need  be  driven 
til  IK)  such  base  expedient,  even  if  they  could  stoop  to  its  use. 

?  'i'he  idea  is  not  a  little  amusing  of  an  appeal  to  the  people  of  England  to 
su|)port,  by  bounties  and  protecting  duties,  the  system  of  abomination  which 
tht  y  have  resolved  to  extinguish  root  and  branch. 

I'  This  tremendous  infliction  of  wrath  on  poor  Lord  Seaford  consists  simply 
Ml  Die  Anti  Slavery  Repoiter,  No.  40,  which,  in  point  of  fact,  is  nothing  niore 
than  a  calm,  temperate,  and  decisive  refutation  of  every  position  in  the  two 
famou>  speeelics  of  his  Lordship.  \\  r  now  know  who  form  the  strength  of  the 
\\  I  >\  Indian  cau.sc,  in  this  country,  e\eii  in  the  judgment  of  the  West  Indian 
|.,rtj— \iz.  .Mr.  Pallmcrand  Lord  Seaford. 
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II.    ClLTI    Ht     Ut     SL(.\R     bY     FhEE     LaUOUH. 

In  our  last  number  we  promised  to  lay  before  our  readers  the  ofTiL-ial 
Ilepurl  ol  Mr.  \\'ard,  our  Mexican  Envoy,  on  the  important  subject  of 
the  culture  of  Sugar  by  free  labour.     It  is  as  follows: 

"  Sir,  Mexico,  March  13,  1820. 

"  Thk  possibility  of  iiitioducin^?  ;i  system  of  free  labour  iLto  the  West 
India  Islandi  h.nint^  boen  so  much  discussed  in  Enj^land,  I  conceived  that  it 
mi^ht  not  be  uninterestin«;  to  His  Majesty's  (Government  to  receive  some  details 
nspectinn  the  result  of  tlie  experiment  in  thia  country,  where  it  certainly  has 
had  a  fair  trial. 

"  I  accordingly  took  advantage  of  Mr.  Morier's  proloni^ed  stay  here  to  visit 
the  \alley  of  Luernavaca,  and  Cuantla  Aniilpas,  which  supplies  a  j^real  part  of 
the  federation  with  suS'ir  and  colTee,  although  not  a  single  slave  is  at  present 
employed  in  their  cultivation. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  iiu  lose  a  sketch  of  the  observations  which  I  was  ena- 
bled to  make  ujion  this  journey,  together  with  such  details  as  I  have  thought 
best  calculated  to  show  botli  the  scale  upon  which  these  estates  are  worked,  and 
the  complete  success  with  which  the  abolition  of  slavery  h  is,  in  this  instance, 
been  attended. 

"The  valley  which  extends  almost  uninterruptedly  from Cuemavaca  toCuaiitla 
Amilpas,  and  Jyncar.  .'covering  a  space  of  about  forty  miles,)  is  situated  im  the 
road  to  Acapulco,  at  the  foot  of  the  tirst  range  of  mountains  by  which  the  descent 
from  the  Tal)le  Land  towards  the  south-west  commences,  about  tifty  miles  from 
the  Capital. 

"  It  is  about  2,000  leet  lower  than  the  Table  Land  of  IMexico.  The  difference 
of  temperature  is  proportionably  great,  so  that  two  days  are  sufficient  to  trans- 
port the  traveller  into  tht?  very  midst  of  Tierra  Caliente. 

"  The  vicinity  to  tiie  capital  was  probably  one  of  the  circumstances  which  in- 
duced the  tirst  planters  to  establish  themselves  in  this  district.  The  richness  of 
the  soil,  and  the  abundance  of  water  ^^  hich  they  found  tliroughout  the  plain, 
convinced  them  that  they  could  not  have  made  a  better  clioice. 

"  It  is  belie\ed  that  the  sugar-cane  was  lirst  planted  there  about  one  hundred 
years  ago  ;  from  that  time  the  number  of  sugar-estates  has  gone  on  increasing, 
until  there  is  now  hardly  an  acre  of  ground  on  the  whole  plain  which  ia  not 
turned  to  account. 

"  The  cultivation  wa3  originally  carried  on  entirely  by  slavea,  who  were  pur- 
chased at  Vera  Cruz,  at  from  300  to  400  dollars  each. 

"  It  was  found,  howe\er,  that  this  system  wa.s  attended  with  considerable  in- 
convenience, it  being  impossible  to  secure  a  sufHcient  supply  of  slaves  durini:  a 
war.  The  losses  like\vise,  at  all  times,  were  great,  as  many  of  the  slaves  were 
unable  to  support  the  fatigue  and  changes  of  temperature,  to  which  they  were 
exposed  on  the  journey  from  \'era  Cruz  to  Cuemavaca,  and  perished,  either  on 
the  road,  or  soon  at'ter  their  arrival. 

Several  of  the  great  proprietors  were  induced  by  these  circumstances  to  give 
liberty  to  a  certain  numl)er  of  their  slaves  annually,  and  by  encouraging  mar- 
riages between  them  and  the  Indians  of  the  counlrv,  to  propagate  a  race  of  free 
labourers,  who  might  be  employed  when  a  supply  of  slavea  was  no  longer  to  be 
obtained. 

This  plan  proved  so  eminently  successful  that  on  some  of  the  largest  estates 
there  was  not  a  single  slave  in  the  year  1S08. 

The  policy  of  the  measure  became  still  more  apparent  on  the  breaking  out  of 
the  revolution  in  1»10. 

The  planters  who  had  not  adopted  the  system  of  gradual  emancipation  before 
that  period  saw  themselves  abandoned,  and  were  forced,  in  many  instances,  to 
give  up  working  their  estates,  as  tlieir  slaves  took  advantage  of  the  approach  of 
the  insurgents  to  join  them  en  masse;  while  those  who  had  provided  themselves 
with  a  mixed  cast  of  free  labourers,  retained,  even  during  the  worst  times,  a 
r>iilfiLient  number  of  men  to  enable  them  to  continue  to  cultivate  their  lands, 
although  upon  a  smiller  scale. 

The    insurrection,    Iiowever,    |>rov.Ml    highly    injurious    to  the    proprietors    in 
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general.  Mosl  of  thciii  were  Europeans,  and  as  sucli,  particularly  obnoxious  lo 
the  insurgents;  and,  although  by  coalescing  amongst  themselves,  and  maintain- 
ing a  considtrable  armed  force  for  their  defence,  they  prevented  the  enemy  on 
»e*eral  occaaion.s  from  entering  the  valley,  they  found  it  impossible  to  secure 
their  communiralion  with  the  capital,  and  were  thus  often  deprived  of  the  only 
market  for  their  goods.  In  the  year  1814  too,  the  siege  of  Cuantla,  which 
Monelos  had  occupied,  and  which  he  defended  for  three  whole  months  against 
the  vice  regal  army  under  General  Calleja,  spread  destruction  throughout  the 
district. 

"  Several  of  tl)e  Haciendas  have  not  even  yet  recovered  the  losses  which  they 
then  BUhtaiued,  and  some,  which  were  quite  ruined,  have  never  been  rebuilt.  In 
gcner.il,  howeser,  the  last  eight  years  of  comparative  tran(iuillity  have  been 
buIIk  onl  t.i  restore  ttiin};s  to  their  ancient  state,  and  I  could  not  learn  that  the 
produce  of  the  diilcrent  estates  about  Cuernavaca  had  ever  greatly  exceeded 
thai  ol  llie  last  twelve  months. 

"  The  scale  upon  whi(  h  these  estates  are  worked  is  enormous.  From  a  sup- 
position that  the  ground  is  exhausted  by  two  successive  crops,  the  Mexican 
planters  run  iuto  the  conlrarv  extreme,  and  divide  their  sugar-lands  into  four 
equal  parts,  one  onl)ofvihicli  is  taken  nnnually  into  cultivation.  The  remaininf? 
tJirct  are  turned  to  no  ac<ounl,  so  that  an  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  extent  of 
an  est.ite  uj/on  vvlufh  co  enormoti.s  a  quantity  of  land  is  allowed  to  remain 
uneniplovi'l. 

"The  larn'Ft  Haciendas  in  th.  nei^hbourho(xl  of  Cuernavaca  are  those  of 
VemiH(  (.  and  S<in  (.abri.  1,  (both  ol  which  Ulon^:  lo  the  family  of  Don  Gabriel 
Virnio,  an  old  SpaiiiHrd,  famous  lor  the  arrest  of  the  viceroy  Sturrigaray  in  1H08, 
wjih  which  the  M.xican  revolution  may  be  said  U>  have  commenced),  Treinta 
I'esoH,  r.l  l'u(  i)t(  .  Meacatlan,  San  l",as|)ar,  and  .'Nan  Vicente  Chicouquac.  Each 
of  these  e^tate.s  produ(  es  annually  from  2.i,000  to  40,000  arrobas  of  sugar,  of 
a.ilbs.  weight  each,  Otbout  5,200,000  lbs.,  taking  30,000  arrobas  as  the  average 
prodtici  ,)  an<l  to  this  at  least  another  million  may  be  added,  for  a  number  of 
4)ther  f-iiialler  estates  not  in(  luded  in  this  list. 

"  The  (tops  are  usually  most  abundant,  the  cane  being  planted  much  thicker 
than  i--  (  ustoiiiary  in  Jamaica,  and  tlie  machinery,  in  the  opinion  of  Dr.  M  ilson, 
who  accompanied  me,  and  who  has  been  much  in  the  M  est  India  Islands,  is 
fully  e()ual  to  any  used  in  the  Hritish  colonies. 

"  TJie  luiinber  of  workmen  generally  employed  upon  an  estate  capable  of  pro- 
ilu(  in;.;  40,(»00  arroba.s  of  sugar  amounts  to  150,  with  occasional  additions  when 
th'-  season  is  late,  or  the  work  has  Ixm  n  retarde<l  by  any  accidental  cause. 

"  The  labourers  are  mostly  paid  by  the  piece,  and  many  of  them  can  earn,  if 
in<lustrious,  from  six  to  seven  rials  per  diem,  (3.«.  3(/.  or  3s.  O^d.  English  money, 
re(  konin^;  tiie  dollar  at  Is.  4(1.) 

"  Fifty  men  ar<  tniploved  in  watering  the  canes,  twenty  in  cutting,  ten  in 
bringinu  tin  <  lit  rams  from  the  field,  ('each  with  six  mules,)  twenty-five  (mostly 
Imys;  in  s(  ■  iratiii.;  the  ;;reen  toj)s,  which  they  use  for  foilder,  and  binding  up 
Iht  remainder  for  I'lf  muleteers.  Tv\(  nty  nun,  divided  int<>  gangs  of  four  each, 
in  feeding  the;  engine  day  and  night  ;  fourteen  attend  the  boilers;  twelve  keep 
up  till-  lires;  four  turn  the  cane  in  the  sun,  after  the  juice  has  been  expressed, 
and  <lry  it  for  fuel  ;  and  ten  are  constantly  at  work  in  the  warehouse  clarifying 
the  sugar,  and  removing  it  afterwards  to  the  general  store-room,  from  whence 
it  IS  sent  to  the  market. 

"  The  art  of  relinin^,  though  well  understood,  is  seldom  or  never  carried 
beyond  the  first  decree  of  the  process,  there  being  no  demand  for  double-refined 
SM;iar  in  the  market  ;  and  the  conseciuence  is,  that  though  abounding  in  saccha- 
rine matter,  the  article  is  for  the  most  part  coarse  in  appearance,  and  of  a  bad 
colour. 

"  The  arroba  of  25 lbs.  sells  in  Mexico  for  about  three  dollars,  or  two  dollars 
and  a  half,  if  not  of  the  best  quality.  The  great  Haciendas  expend  in  wages  to 
the  workmen,  and  other  current  charge.s,  from  800  to  1,200  dollars  a  week. 

"  It  often  lia[iprns,  however,  that  in  a  good  year  the  sale  of  the  molasses 
.tloiie  IS  siitricient  to  flefray  this  expense,  so  that  the  sugar  remains  a  clear  profit. 

'•  lor  e\<  ry  arroba  of  sugar  an  e(|ual  quantity  of  molasse.s  is  produced,  which 
M  lis,  .ii  till  ilcioi  ol  the  Hacienda,  for  live  rials  and  a  half  the  arroba.  It  is 
t"  ti.;lii  ii|.  Ii\   il,.    proprietors  'I   tin   sinall  distilleries,  which  abound   to  such  a 
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(Irgrcf,  tliHt  in  the  nei^Iibourhood  of  Cuernavacd  alone  from  25,000  to  30,WH> 
harnls  ol  C'hinx^irito  (n  sort  of  rum)  are  iiKide  annually. 

"  Tht'  'listancf  from  Cuernavaca  to  (^uantla  is  about  twenty-five  milfs  ;  and, 
with  the  exception  of  a  rid^e  of  mountains  which  separates  the  two  valK-ys,  the 
whole  intervenin;^  space  is  richly  cultivated. 

"  Vfter  passing  thronj^h  the  village  of  \  antepec,  which  lies  at  the  foot  of  the 
mountain,  there  is  a  constant  succession  of  Haciendas,  most  of  which  appear 
admirably  kept  up. 

"  The  most  reinarkalde  in  the  district  of  Cuantla  are  San  Carlos,  Pantitlan, 
Cocoy^c,  Calcleron,  Casasano,  Santa  Ines,  Cohahuistla,  Napastlan,  and  ^'enes- 
tepango,  none  of  which  produce  less  than  :{0,(I00  arrobas  of  sugar  annually, 
while  the  annual  produce  of  some  (Cohahuistla  and  Venestepango)  may  be 
estimated  at  from  10,000  to  -.0,000. 

"  The  Haciendas  of  Cocoyoc  and  Pantitlau  enjoy  the  additional  advantage 
of  beinj;  not  only  su;;ar  but  cotTee-estates. 

"  Their  owner,  Don  Antonio  Velasco,  introduced,  at  a  great  expense,  from 
Cordova,  the  cultivation  of  this  plant,  which  has  succeeded  perfectly.  He  has 
now  upon  his  two  estates  upwards  of  ,100,000  plants,  .)0,000  of  which  are 
already  in  full  vigour.  The  produce  of  the  last  year  amounted  to  5,000  arro- 
bas, or  12,), 000  lbs.  of  cofl'ee,  and  as  a  great  number  of  the  young  plants  will 
begin  to  bear  this  year,  it  is  supposed  that  the  amount  will  be  more  than 
doubled. 

"  Cotfee  is  now  selling  at  seven  dollars  the  arroba  in  Mexico.  It»cultivation 
would  therefore  piove  indetinitely  more  advantageous  than  that  of  the  cane,  if 
the  demand  were  eciually  great.  But  eotVee  is  by  no  means  in  general  use  in 
this  country,  nor  is  Cuantla  the  only  place  from  whence  this  demand  can  be 
supplied. 

"  There  are  immense  coffee  plantations  in  the  vicinity  of  (Jordova,  and  the 
whole  of  the  Eastern  coast  is  of  course  supplied  by  the  nearest  market.  Were 
this  not  the  case  the  speculation  would  prove  a  very  lucrative  one,  as  a  colfee- 
estate  of  200,000  plants  does  not  re(iuire  the  constant  attendance  of  above 
twenty  men,  (to  weed  and  water,)  and  consequently  entail;}  upon  the  proprietor 
but  little  expense. 

"  The  average  produce  of  each  tree  may  be  estimated  at  two  pounds  and  a  half. 

"  The  young  plants  require  great  care  and  attention,  and  must  be  prulet'ted 
from  the  sun  for  two  whole  years.  I'or  this  purpose  a  large  piece  of  ground  is 
covered  in,  which  is  called  the  semillero.  The  third  year  the  young  trees  are 
transi)lanted  to  the  open  tield,  where  they  begin  almost  immediately  to  produce 
something,  and  the  fourth  lliey  may  be  reckoned  in  full  vigour.  They  last 
from  live  and  twenty  to  thirty  years. 

"  I  saw  most  of  the  Haciendas  enumerated  in  the  preceding  list;  but  was 
struck  with  none  so  much  as  with  Santa  Ines,  which  is  beautifully  kept  up. 
It  is  almost  the  only  estate  which  possesses  a  large  distillery,  which  produces 
from  1,000  to  5,000  barrels  of  Chingarito  yearly. 

"  The  barrel  in  Mexico  is  worth  twenty  ("our  dollars,  with  duties  and  carriage 
deducted  ;  an  idea  may  be  formed  by  this  of  the  immense  annual  value  of  the 
estate. 

"  Cohahuistlan  might  be  still  more  productive,  as  it  is  much  more  extensive, 
and  commands  a  greater  supply  of  water,  but  it  is  not  done  Justice  to.  The 
estate  belongs  to  the  convent  of  Dominican  l-'riars  ;  and  as  the  abbot  is  changed 
by  the  rules  of  the  order  every  three  years,  the  overseers  of  the  Hacienda  are 
usually  changed  with  iiim,  and  they  consetiiienlly  allow  every  thing  to  go  to 
ruin. 

"  In  general,  the  fertility  of  an  estate  depends  entirely  upon  the  supply  of 
water:  the  produce  of  those  which  have  only  enough  for  irrigation,  and  are 
forced  to  work  their  wheels  by  mules,  will  seldom  be  tound,  whatever  may  be 
the  (juality  of  the  soil,  to  amount  to  one  third  of  those  which  cad  command  a 
sufficient  supply  for  both  purposes. 

"  In  the  <iuality  of  the  soil  there  is  but  little  difference. 

"  The  average  annual  produce  of  all  tlie  estates  it  would  hardly  be  possible 
to  compute. 

"  The  greatest  part  of  it  is  sent  to  the  capital,  from  whence  it  is  distribuN  d  to 
•  he  different  provinces;  ni'ileteers.  however, often  come  direct  from  the  int'-rior. 
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"  It  is  a  curious  fact,  that  an  immense  quantity  of  sugar  is  yearly  remitted 
tr.  Wra  Cruz,  not  for  exportation,  but  for  the  home  consumption  of  a  province 
vhich  might  produce  supar  enou^jh  to  supply  all  Europe  if  it  chose  to  turn  to 
account  the  advantages  with  which  nature  has  so  richly  endowed  it. 

"  T/ic  most  remarkable  circumstance,  however,  is  the  total  aliolition  of  shn-cry 
in  n  district  where  such  a  mass  of  colonial  fruits  is  produced,  and  the  success 
with  u  hich  the  iniroduction  of  free  labour  has  been  attended  ;  it  is  this  which 
hits  induced  me  to  lay  these  obserralinns  before  His  Majesty's  (iorcrnment,  and  to 
hojii  that  Ihiy  may  be  esteemed  not  wholly  unworthy  of  its  attention, 

Kight  Hon.  G.  Canning,  &c.&;c.  (signed;  "  H.  G.  Wakd." 


III.  MalkitU'S. 
Sis(  f.  \\i<  [.iihlicntioii  of  our  hist  nuiiibcr  two  very  important  papers, 
print*  (J  hv  order  of  the  Hou-ic  of  Coiiinioiis.,  have  naclud  us.  One  (of 
I  Hi  . I  line  lH.3'*,  No.  '292),  is  a  Kc[>ort  of  the  Conmiis-ioners  of  Incpn'ry, 
.Mt>-r«.  Coli.l>rrM)k(  niid  I'.Iair,  on  the  Slave  Trad(;  of  the  Mauritius  ; 
the  oth'T  (*>(  1  Jth  .tiiii-'  !><-"',  No.  '.y.y^,  Ixjinir  also  a  Report  from  the 
nan.,  jri-nlhrii.  ti.)  r.  f.  rs  to  th.  law  and  state  of  Shivery  iu  that  colony. 
Th<  «-*idc!ic.  on  wlinh  the-.  re[)orl.s  proeecd  is  so  very  voluminous, 
that  ihr  pntitiii^'  of  It  has  Ix  en  delayed  until  a  seleetion  of  such  parts 
a-^  ina\  \h  ni.it<ti.)l  to  tlu  (jue-^tions  at  issue  sliall  have  been  made;  and 
in  th'  ni'  It.  iiMV  it  i'i  <j\n\\  at  tlie  Colonial  Office  to  the  inspection  of 
anv  ni«  niU  r  of  Parliament  who  rnav  choose  to  examine  it.  The  whole 
\*ill.  <-f  rcytirvi  ,  be  aeeessibh-  to  the  Parliamentary  Committee  which  is 
to  \><-  appoint,  d  in  the  ensuiii;:  session,  for  the  investigation  of  the 
Mauritius  Sla\e  trade.  I'nder  these  circumstances,  we  shall  abstain 
foiiii  <  titerinj^  minutely  into  a  consideration  of  the  Report  of  the  Com- 
iru>-ii-ners  on  that  subject,  only  remarking  that,  as  far  as  we  can  judge 
fr-ini  ihi  rapi<l  outline  there  given  of  the  bearing  of  the  evidence,  it  goes 
-ul.-taiiliallv  to  eslaljlibh  the  statements  made  to  the  House  of  Com- 
iiH.ii>  l>v  Mr.  Ikixton,  in  the  session  of  1826,  in  respect  to  the  pre- 
v. deuce  and  extent  of  the  Mauritius  Slave  trade,  the  frauds  and  evasions 
a-  well  as  tlie  atrocities  to  v/hich  that  trade  gave  birth,  and  the  re- 
iiiarkable  imjjunity  which  has  attended  all  classes  of  its  criminal  agents 
and  alienors.  But  on  that  wide  field  it  would  be  premature  to  enter. 
We  vlial'  .-ontine  ourselves  at  present  to  some  collateral  points,  which 
seciii  to  us  of  liigli  importance,  and  to  deserve  the  attentive  considera- 
tion, not  of  the  public  only,   but  of  his  Majesty's  government  and  of 

I'al  ll mielit. 

] .  \N  e  have  often  been  thought  to  deal  unfairly  by  the  owners  of 
Slaves  in  our  colonies,  when  we  have  refused  to  admit  their  testimony 
in  favour  of  their  own  system,  (although  such  testimony  amounts  to  no 
more  at  Ixst  tlian  the  substitution  of  the  plea  of  Not  Guilty  in  the  place 
ot  le;_';d  evidence  ;)  or  when  we  have  ventured,  as  in  our  last  number 
I  p.  J's)  and  on  many  former  occasions,  to  warn  our  readers  against  the 

•  tlec  t<  (..f  that  sympathy  of  interest  and  fellow  feeling  among  them  which 
t<  ii'k  to  produce  a  general  and  firm  combination  of  all  the  members  of 
iK'    dominant   class,  not  only  in  defending  per  fas  et  nefas  the  worst 

•  i!iu-M  ,  of  their  system,  but  in  oppressing  and  persecuting  every  indivi- 
'i'lal  o)  th<  ir  l)ody  who  may  date  to  assist  in  exposing  its  incurable 
viekedni^-.      But  have  we  really  merited   the  charge  of  unfairness  on 
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this  account^  We  think  not.  In  addition  to  the  unnimerable  proofs 
which  luive  l^en  exhibited  of  such  combinations  from  the  year  1787  to 
the  present  day,  we  have  it  now  in  our  power  to  corroborate  what  have 
been  deemed  our  harsh  and  groundless  imputations,  by  the  testimony 
of  his  Majesty's  Commissioners,  whose  report  is  now  l>efore  us. 
"  Although  the  investigation  of  such  a  subject  as  the  Slave  trade," 
these  gentlemen  observe,  "  would  at  any  time  have  been  unpopular 
witli  the  ^habitants  (of  the  Mauritius,)  it  was  apparent  to  us  on  our 
arrival  that  circumstances  had  caused  a  strong  repugnance  to  prevail 
against  it."  *'  As  it  might  be  supposed  that  many  individuals  were 
deeply  interested  in  evading  the  retrospect  into  their  former  proceedings, 
they  would  lake  advantage  of  their  influence  and  of  the  situation  of 
the  community,  to  awaken  a  general  apprehension  of  the  consequences 
of  such  an  investigation  as  that  with  which  we  were  charged,  and  of  the 
risk  attending  any  admission  of  the  extent  to  which  the  Slave  trade  had 
been  carried  on  and  encouraged."  And  it  has  even  appeared  to  the 
Commissioners  "  that  the  community  had  tacitly,  if  not  expressly," 
*'  entered  into  a  general  resolution  to  make  no  admission  tliat  the  Slave 
trade  had  been  encouraged  by  the  inhabitants,  or  carried  on  to  any 
extent  in  the  colony."  They  therefore  have  felt  themselves  bound  to 
state,  "  that  the  difficulties  of  the  incjuiry,  from  the  general  unpopu- 
larity attending  it  have  been  considerable  ;"  nor  have  they  "  deemed  it 
proper  at  this  staye  of  the  inquiry,  and  in  the  present  temper  of  the 
community,  to  disclose  to  parties  the  names  of  their  accusers,"  because 
as  there  is  a  "  prevalent  impression  of  the  hostility  of  the  community 
against  persons  making  arryjalions  of  Slave  trading,"  and  examples  of 
"prosecutions  sustained"  by  those  persons;  such  disclosures  would  have 
been  construed  into  an  intention,  on  the  part  of  the  Commissioners,  "  to 
discourage  persons  from  coming  forward"  to  give  evidence  on  the  sub- 
ject. In  the  mean  time  the  witnesses  were  made  to  subscribe  their 
statements,  and  were  warned  that  they  should  be  held  responsible  for 
them,  and  would  be  liable  to  be  called  on  to  confirm  them  judicially. 
The  Commissioners  farther  intimate  that  they  had  every  reason  given 
to  them  to  apprehend  that  "  the  extensive  powers  of  the  police  depart- 
ment had  been  unjustly  exercised  to  the  prejudice"  of  persons  who  had 
given  information  respecting  the  Slave  trade  and  had  thereby  incurred 
the  hostility  of  the  community;  and  they  express  their  solicitude,  par- 
ticularly in  the  case  of  one  individual  who  had  made  a  frank  confes- 
sion of  his  own  delinquencies,  that  "  in  giving  publicity  to  his  infor- 
mation, care  may  be  taken  that  he  shall  not  be  made  to  sufi'er  from  the 
consequences  of  the  voluntary  avowal  of  his  past  conduct."  The 
danger,  however,  appears  to  be  still  more  unininent  in  the  case  of  slaves 
or  of  liberated  captives  who  may  be  instrumental  in  making  known 
infractions  of  the  abolition  law  ;  and  it  is  manifest  both  from  the  pre- 
sent report  and  from  a  variety  of  past  occurrences,  (see  for  examples 
the  case  of  Pedro,  vol.  ii.  p.  384,  and  that  of  Troptard,  14th  Report  of 
the  African  Institution,  p.  23,)  that  nothing  but  the  most  energetic  and 
determined  interference  of  the  government  can  save  such  persons  so 
informing  from  the  effects  of  a  cruel  and  remorseles;^  vengeance.  Now 
what  does  all  this  indicate  but  a  community  mad€  up  of  confederates 


